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Open Farm Sunday puts farming in the spotlight

Farmers across Britain are celebrating the success of the 18" anniversary Open Farm Sunday (OFS),
the industry’s annual open day which took place on Sunday 9*" June. Managed by LEAF (Linking
Environment And Farming) since it began in 2006, the day brought together the whole food and

farming industry to put farming centre stage.

Annabel Shackleton, OFS Manager, expresses her thanks to everyone who opened their gates and

opened visitors” minds to the incredible story behind the journey our food takes from field to fork:

“It has been a truly tremendous celebration of the hard work that farming’s Guardians of the Earth
do day in day out to farm sustainably in harmony with nature. The feedback we’ve received has been

phenomenal.”

More than 225 Open Farm Sunday events took place on farms of all types and sizes across Britain,
from Jersey to Shetland. Widespread promotion on broadcast media, including on BBC Radio 2, and
over 40 local and regional radio stations, highlighted the work farmers do as Guardians of the Earth
and encouraged visitors to discover the farming stories on their doorstep, as well as showcasing the

sector to attract new entrants.

New research commissioned by LEAF ahead of Open Farm Sunday 2024* indicates that while most
Britons (94%) think the work that farmers do is important, sadly only 12% of the nation claim to be

well informed about what farmers do for the countryside.

“Our survey findings demonstrate why an event like Open Farm Sunday is so important to our

industry and in contributing to the wider education of local communities,” adds Mrs Shackleton.



“People have a healthy appetite to learn more about what farmers do in terms of land management,
nature protection, environmental stewardship and food production. The most powerful voices to
share their knowledge and experiences are those of farmers themselves and this year’s OFS activities

have proved just that.”

LEAF extends its thanks to all our Open Farm Sunday principal sponsors, all the farmers, volunteers
and wider industry contacts who helped host events across Britain, as well as the hundreds of

thousands of visitors who attended. Next year’s Open Farm Sunday will take place on 8" June 2025.

ENDS

* Mortar Research carried out a survey targeting adults in the UK. This survey was taken by a total of 2,096
respondents on both mobile and desktop devices. All were based in the UK. The study ran on 7th-9th May 2024.

NOTES TO EDITOR

e  For further information, please contact the Open Farm Sunday Press Office at Pinstone:

Becky George — b.george@pinstone.co.uk Phone: 01568 313 122 or

Rebecca Beaumont — r.beaumont@pinstone.co.uk Phone: 01568 617666

e Keep up to date with all the Open Farm Sunday news and join in the online conversations using
#OFS24:
o X (Twitter): @OpenFarmSunday
o Facebook: @LEAFOpenFarmSunday
o Instagram: @OpenFarmSunday
e Open Farm Sunday is managed by LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) — the charity that
promotes and supports more sustainable farming to create a resilient food and farming system
for future generations. LEAF is a registered charity no: 1045781 www.leaf.eco
e This year Open Farm Sunday comes of age — 18 years in the making and open to all! The OFS
team at LEAF are ready to support farmers across Britain to take part to make Open Farm Sunday
2024 the best ever! www.farmsunday.org
e With thanks to our Open Farm Sunday principal sponsors: AHDB, Arla Foods, Asda, BASF, Coop,
Defra, Frontier Agriculture, John Deere, LEAF Marque, M&S, McDonald’s, NFU, Sainsbury’s,
Tesco, and Waitrose.
e Open Farm Sunday 2025 will take place on 8™ June 2025.

Register to host an event at www.farmsunday.org
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e To contact the Open Farm Sunday team direct:

Email: OpenFarmSunday@Ieaf.eco Tel: 02476 413911 Mob: 07912 463151
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